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CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM HOA PRESIDENT

Back when | was a kid, our country was respectful to things of God, and even proud that we
were One Country Under God. Even those who weren’t believers still honored those who
believed in Jesus as the Savior of the world. There wasn’t hostility toward governments posting
the Ten Commandments, having prayer at council meetings, or erecting nativity scenes at
Christmas. If a football player took a knee before a game, it was to pray not to protest

Each year, one of the observances of the school district where | attended, would be to put on an
all-district Christmas Pageant. It would happen annually on the football field of our only High
School. The High School &amp; Junior High choirs would sing the traditional Christmas songs
and hymns and the bands would play as well. The night would be capped off by a reenactment
of the birth of Christ in Bethlehem. All of the characters

would be chosen from the various elementary schools. That particular year, | think | was in
either 3rd or 4th grade, | was chosen to be one of the Wisemen. You have no idea how thrilled
and excited | was to play that part. The instructions were that we were to arrive at the high
school a little early to get our costume and instructions for the pageant. The excitement began
to build as soon as | got home from school.
| could hardly wait to wear that robe and
carry a gift to the baby Jesus. When my
father arrived home from work, he promptly
announced that his car had a broken strap
that held the gas tank in place. Evidently

¢ there were 2 straps, one on either side of

_ the tank, and now there was only one
holding the tank that contained 20 plus
gallons of gasoline from hitting the road
and becoming a flaming fireball. We only
had one car and as you can imagine it
usually had a lot of mechanical issues. It
was a 1952 Pontiac with a number of places that had rusted completely out. Cars in the 50s
really didn’t last too long and this old girl was breathing her last. My mom was a state certified
worrier. She could invent things to worry about; but this gas strap thing hit her right in her
wheelhouse. She immediately announced that nobody was getting in the car until dad got it
fixed. Well, there was no way dad was going to have this repaired in time for the pageant, so |
began to protest: “But I'm in the school play, | have to go.” My mom, just as resolute as | was,
shot back, “no one is going anywhere in that car”. | then came up with what | thought was a
great alternative: “Saunders (who were our next-door neighbors) are going, | can ride with
them”. My mother had more excuses than | had plans. She always knew a boy once that... (you
fill in the rest) in this case it was, “| knew a boy once that took a ride with a neighbor and they
got in an accident, and now he’s a cripple”. Somehow my mother could envision me splattered
by the side of the road in the short 2 %2 mile drive to the High School. She knew more boys that
were dead or crippled than | knew existed. | begged, | cajoled, | cried, | did everything | knew to
do but none of it worked. It was destined to be the Christmas with just two Wisemen. That
incident probably didn’t scar me for life (although here | am almost 70 years later writing about




it). The one thing | have learned since then is that wearing a robe and carrying a gold painted
cigar box doesn’'t make you a Wiseman. You see, a wiseman still seeks the Savior. A wiseman
still kneels before the Savior and worships. A wiseman'’s life is changed by the baby that was
born in Bethlehem 2,000 years ago. In the midst of the craziness of the holiday season, |
encourage you pause and reflect on your life and

what place you have given the Lord. We at Lake-n-Golf are so blessed. Thank you for making
this a great place to live. Marilyn and | want to wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy
and Blessed New Year!!! Steve Anthony, HOA President

PS: Marilyn and | are back in Michigan enjoying the holidays with our family. We’ll be back right
after Christmas.

NOTES FROM LADIES AND GENTS
It's been a busy November. It sure went by fast! December is looking like another active month.

We have started collecting toys for Toys for Tots. Please bring your new unwrapped toys to
Pam Schwanda. Pam will be collecting toys thru December 18, 2024. Thank you Pam.

The Ladies Luncheon is on December 19, 2024 at the Sizzling Grill. Meet at the clubhouse at
12:00 noon, lunch is at 12:30. Sign up in the clubhouse.

We will be having our annual Golf Cart/ Bike Parade on December 14, 2024. Meet at the
clubhouse at 5:00PM. Decorations are optional, there will not be prizes this year. We would
like to see many golf carts and bikes. Every cart that participates will get a bag of candy to
throw. We will have refreshments at the clubhouse following the parade.

We are still taking donations for Palm Krest. We will be going to Palm Kress on December 20,
2024 at about 11:30. In addition to donations we will be asking for volunteer “Elfs” to bring the
gifts and set up the pizza and maybe sing some Christmas Carols. Let's try to bring a little
Christmas cheer to those less fortunate. You can give donations to any Ladies & Gents board
member.

We will also be having a pancake breakfast on December 18, 2024 at 9:00 AM. There will be a
signup sheet in the clubhouse.

Christmas Dinner at 1:00PM. Sign up in the clubhouse. As usual, bring your place setting, a
drink and a dish to share. Volunteers are always needed.

| still have photo directories. If you have just arrived, as well as those arriving after the New Year
I will have them at coffee on Tuesdays. If you had your picture taken your book is free, if not and
you would like a book, or would like an additional book they are $10.

Once again for the new members of our community, and anyone who is not aware, we have
coffee and donuts every Tuesday at 8:30am. Come meet your neighbors and find out what is
going on. Bring your cup and enjoy a donut for $1. Joyce Schrenker, President



THINGS TO DO!

Holidays on Central in Winter Haven will be held on December 7 from 10 am to 4 pm with over
120 vendors offering arts and ceramics, handmade candles and housewares, vintage apparel,
plants jewelry, specialty food trucks and much more.
Starligh Stroll - Downtown Winter Haven 327 W Central Ave, Take a leisurely stroll to check
out the holiday decor and vote on your favorite window display. Maps are available at Main
Street Winter Haven’s office at 5:00. This event is on December 12 from 5:30 to 8:30
Havendale Christmas Parade From Spring Lake Shopping Plaza down Havendale to Publix in
Auburndale. Go early to find a place along the route to
watch! Road closures at 6, Parade starts at 7:00.
WH Chain of Lakes Christmas Boat Parade The parade
starts at 6:30 pm on Lake May on December 7th. Log on to
the Winter Haven Events FB page for route details and the
best places to watch.
Mistletoe MarketPlace, A Hometown Christmas
Tradition Eagle Lake First Assembly of God 670 N Eagle
Dr. Eagle Lake, December 12 through December 14, 5:30
to 8:30. Over 25 local vendors, light displays, Santa visit,
holiday art, and a presentation in the main sanctuary with a
live nativity scene.
Cypress Garden’s Christmas Ski Show Free Ski Show
275 South Lake Silver Dr, December 21 beginning at 4 with
the amazing team of skiers all decked out for Christmas.
Haines City Christmas Parade and Glitter, Glisten & Snow 555 Ledwith Ave, Haines City.
The parade starts at Burger King, goes down the westbound lanes of Hinson to 6th Street and
will make its way to Lake Eva Park. Lighting of the 31 foot Christmas tree along with falling
snow and a snow slide will be at the park for all to enjoy..
Swiss Village Entertainment Ticket information and specifics of the events are posted in the
clubhouse. Tickets go fast so call for reservations -Darlene 612-669-1180.
Tony Motown Knight Dinner & Dance - $10 per ticket
Christmas & Inspirational with Rich Wilson on December 16 - $10 per ticket

Spankin Sadie Band $10 per ticket on January 18 1-4
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Why is it called Lukewarm? Why isn’t it medium warm and who is Luke?
Why do we park in a driveway and drive on a parkway?

Why do noses run and feet smell?

Water has no legs or feet, why is there standing water and running
water?
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